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Our Countdown Begins….The Challenge Is On!
185 Random Acts of Kindness in 185 Days
We have officially begun our countdown to our 185th anniversary celebration
that will take place on Sunday, October 30th. In order to spread the word and to
help us get to know our neighbors better, I invite you to participate in Pastor
Mike’s Blue Shirt Challenge. Here is how it works:
•
•
•
•
•

Put on your blue FPC t-shirt;
Perform a random act of kindness, such as giving a stranger flowers, or
homemade cookies, pay for their gas, pay for someone’s coffee, etc.;
Give your new “neighbor” a card inviting them to worship with us;
Take a “selfie” with your new friend and send the picture to Pastor
Mike;
Pastor Mike will post the pictures on our Facebook page and bulletin
board at church.

The goal for the congregation, as a whole, is to complete 185 random acts of
kindness between May 1st and October 30th. For the act to count, it must be done
for someone who is not already a member of the congregation, or of your immediate family. You must also make contact with the person. No drive-thru purchases!
It should also take place within a 5-mile radius of the church.
If you do not own a FPC t-shirt, check the availability in the church office, or fill
out an order form and we will order one for you. You can still participate if you
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do not have an FPC shirt. Selfie’s aren’t your thing??? That’s okay too. Just submit a paragraph telling us what your act of kindness was and we will share it with
the congregation.
Most important: be creative; have fun; meet your neighbors; and be kind.
If you have any questions, be sure to contact Pastor Mike!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Active Faith: In May, the food pantry is requesting non-saltine crackers. So will it be
oyster, sociable, graham (teddy or honey), what is your pleasure? We are up to 250
pounds of non-perishable food so far.
Pentecost Campership Offering: On Sunday 15 May be sure to remember to wear
RED to symbolized the tongue of flame from the Holy Spirit that lives in you and remember your donation to support sending kids to camp from the Active Faith Tutoring
program. Light a fire!
Everyone Eats: The next meal at Spirit of Hope is Wednesday 18 May. We have
served 450 meals, year to date. Let Bob Cue or Anne Lyke know if you are interested.
It is back by popular demand: On Sunday 22 May, the Annual Gordon Bugbee Memorial Boat Cruise & Fundraiser leaves from the Stroh River Place!! A lovely Sunday
afternoon from 4pm to 7pm on the Detroit River, supporting E1E and SOH. Delicious
food and drink, $1 raffle tickets for a chance to win gift baskets, and the companionship
of others trying to help the ministries to the poor. Tickets are $30 per person, available
by calling the church at 313.964.3113 or at http:/www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/2541391. Wear your blue FPCSL t-shirt. Sunshine, optional.
Upcoming events: Thursday 9 June, E1E will repeat its pop-up kitchen Jared Bobkin,
one of the celebrity chefs who has competed on the Fox Network TV show “Hell’s
Kitchen”, will host a fund-raiser dinner at Everyone Eats Soup Kitchen. Bobkin, who is
executive chef at Local Kitchen and Bar in Ferndale, promises a meal that will dazzle
you. Check out Chef Bobkin’s cooking philosophy and the menu at his hip Ferndale
restaurant at http://localkitchenandbar.com/. Plan to attend this special dinner at E1E
Soup Kitchen on June 9 and be part of a celebrity crowd! Reservation and pricing information will be forthcoming.
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FOR … AND ABOUT SOUTH LYON PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN!
Remember May 7 when FPCSL Women will be hosting the women of the Detroit
Presbytery! This is a really big deal...they have never met in South Lyon before so we
need all of our women to attend. There is no charge for South Lyon women for lunch
and no charge to attend the meeting which begins at 9:00 with coffee and refreshments in the Parlor and a Resource Center to visit. The meeting begins at 9:45 until
lunch.
PLEASE JOIN US TO BE PART OF THIS HISTORIC EVENT. Lunch reservations
to either Vonda at 437-5004 or Barbara at 278-6207 or Laura in the office at 4372875.
Women’s Bible Study will meet for the last time on Wednesday, May 11 at 11:00 in the
Library to do the final lesson, chapter 9 in the “Come to The Waters” official 2016 PW
Bible Study titled “River of Life”....Hope.
Lesson Focus: In Revelation, we get a picture of the end time, with the fullest revelation of God and God’s creation. This becomes a cause of great hope. We learn that we
live in between the revelation of us Christ and this final revelation and that we are to
witness to this as we live out our faith.
Join us in this fascinating subject...we’d love to have you join us.
The Circle of Hope will meet at 12:30 on May 11 at the South Lyon Hotel for their final meeting of 2016 and to celebrate all of our Birthdays with Cake! Please let Barbara
Greene know if you will be attending
Eve Circle will meet May 23ed at Anne Lyke’s home for a light supper. If you’re a
working woman or prefer night meetings this is the place for you to enjoy the fellowship
of SLFPC women!
Remember your Baby Items for the Cradle...your one and only chance this year to purchase a cute baby item for Missions!
Part of the Presbyterian Women’ Purpose is “to support the mission of the church world
-wide”
Bible Trivia: The only female judge of Israel, judged the tribes from under a palm tree.
Her victory song is famous. (Judges 4:5)
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How do you put one foot in front of the other when
you can't even find your shoes?
That's how it is some days. Some days...some days
are so dark, so interminably thick with doubt and
pain and confusion, that just the idea of trying to
find your shoes is enough to put you back under
the bed covers.
Fortunately, you are not alone. You have Jesus Christ, for He has risen indeed!
*sighs wearily*
Yay. Jesus has risen. But I still need to pay my rent, and I'm two months behind. Or, my
husband has passed and so why did God take him? Or, I do not want to pick up this
drink, and here I am at the store buying a 12 pack and I know I'm going to drink all of it
and maybe come back for more. How does this “Christ has risen, indeed!” business
affect me? Yes, He died and rose and that's great, but I am still suffering. And I still
can't find my shoes.
I'm no theologian, but I have made it through my fair share of whoa-what-in-the-world
surprises, pain, and loss. Two things have helped me:
Matthew 7:6: “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened”.
I've mentioned this before, but it is because I love its universality. Everyone who asks
receives. Everyone who searches finds. Everyone who knocks gets an open door. So,
since I am part of the set of everyone, I can ask for comfort, direction, patience, help,
advice, cessation of pain, direction.
The thing is, you can too. And you don't have to do it alone. Call your deacon—we
want to be used for this purpose. Please use us. You can pray with Anne Lyke and the
Prayer Folks on Tuesdays. You can phone a friend (directories are on the table in the
front). You can light a candle in the sanctuary.
None of your experiences are wasted. Not one.
Time and again, I have gone through something tough and wondered, “Why in the
world am I going through this?” I used to repeat that question ad nauseum, with a little

April 2016

The First Word

Page 5

whine in my voice.
Me asking the question of myself irritated me. I felt ungrateful, like I didn't appreciate
all the other things going in my life, and that wasn't my intention. Besides, there will be
times when you do every single thing right, and you still get burned. Sometimes, there
seems to be no point for the agony you are going through. So asking, “Why am I going
through this?” is useless. It perpetuates a big crybaby circular reasoning that helps
exactly zero people.
Now I ask a different question, without complaint, and usually with a sense of curiosity:
How can my experience alleviate the suffering of others? Suddenly, the “Why?”
isn't so important. Upon asking this question, whatever it is we are going through
becomes elevated. It is not wasted pain. It is not wasted time. It takes you outside of
yourself. It might take time to figure it out, or time for the reason to emerge (sometimes
you can't excavate for the purpose...sometimes the purpose has to become visible to
you) but you are no longer stagnant and the circumstances can be used to foster great
growth, love and compassion for yourself and others. It allows for gratitude for
whatever new is emerging into life and gives peace to that which is falling away. It
doesn't make the pain go away, mind you; it helps give the impetus to turn the pain into
something that can create great good. It eliminates the suffering.
And that's where the “Christ has risen, indeed!” comes in.
Nobody can get away from pain and loss. Enduring these emotions is part of what it
means to be human. But suffering is not a given—and it is suffering that Jesus Christ
has helped eradicate. Suffering cannot be present when there is purpose to the pain.
So. During those times when it seems to you that all is not well, know that you have
help. Ask for help, and ask how this whirlwind of emotions can be used to create great
good. Call out to Jesus Christ—and then listen and watch for the answer. The help
might manifest in humans coming over to help you cook dinner or sit and chitchat as
you cry and mourn, or baby felines mewing outside your window, or the gentle wind
blowing through the trees, or an AA announcement in the newsletter, or a less
expensive apartment on Craig's List, or a phone call from an old friend checking up on
you. Know that each of us is also right here with you in prayer, every day, not just on
Sundays, looking for ways to help you. Let your neighbors help you via Jesus Christ's
love. You are not alone.
Now let's go get your shoes.
Submitted by Tina VanOchten
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South Lyon Area Pumpkinfest Presents:
LAKE STREET CRUISE-IN
The “Lake Street Cruise In” is back this summer. Join us on Wednesday, May 28th from
6:30 p.m.– 9:00 p.m., and then every fourth Wednesday through September.
Once again, we will be providing hot dogs, popcorn, and water to guests that stop by the
church. We also like to provide something “sweet” so if you’d like to donate a batch of
brownies or two, please contact Donna Rae.
We hope you will come out and experience the great cars, the “oldies but goodies” music, and wonderful friends. See you at the cruise!
Special Attractions:
5/28- Sparkplugs
6/25- Cowntown Cruisers, FáRows Club
7/23- Motor City Street Rods, Huron Valley Rodders
8/27- Road Knights, Metro Triumph Riders
9/24- Showcase your club!
AND…...Cruisin’ DJ Paul Peters!
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As we look ahead to celebrating our 185th anniversary at
the end of October, we will take a deeper look at hymns composed or written between 1831 and 2016. The congregation
will sing one of these “heritage hymns” each week and can
read a brief note about history in the bulletin notes. Not every
hymn will be “Presbyterian” in its conception, but the ecumenical nature of hymnody means that we have many varied traditions and cultures represented in Glory to God—so they have
and will become part of our own history. Our six-month hymn journey will culminate in
singing a brand new hymn, in honor of FPC’s 185th anniversary, on October 30th.

Announcement:
If you are interested in offering your musical gifts during worship this summer, we
would love to hear you! Look for a sign-up sheet on the Friendship Table starting in
May. Sundays in June, July, and August are open to solos, duets, or larger ensembles,
voices and instruments alike. If you need help or encouragement to take the leap, please
talk to Sally Messner, Director of Music.

2016 Photo Directory—Coming Soon!
To help celebrate our 185th anniversary, the Administrative Committee will be publishing a new photo directory through Life Touch Studios. Our last photo directory was
published in 2009 and there have been many, many changes since them.
A professional photographer will be onsite at the church on Friday and Saturday,
June 17th and 18th. Exact times will be announced in church and published in the bulletins. We hope that our entire worshipping community will participate. Each family will
receive a free 8” x 10” portrait, and church photo directory. Pets may also be included in
your picture if you choose.
Directories will be distributed at our 185th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, October 30, 2016. Stay tuned for more details...
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SOMETHING NEW IN JUNE:

BEER & HYMNS
The Worship and Music Committee invite you to try something new this summer. On
Thursday, June 16th, join us on the Manse patio as we sit around a fire, sing favorite
hymns, while enjoying a beer (or beverage of your choice) and each other’s company.
The fun begins at 7:30 p.m. and lasts until the last log is burned. All are welcome to
join the fun, so be sure to invite a friend or two.
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU! WE HAVE ENOUGH!
Many thanks to all who collected toilet tissue rolls and fruit cups for our VBS crafts,
and for those who have saved egg cartons for us, as we now have all we need! Your
efforts not only help to keep down the costs of our programs, but allow us to do crafts
that are different, creative and engaging. All of your efforts are very much appreciated!

STUFFED ANIMALS are still needed for our Pumpkinfest game this fall. You are
welcome to ask family and friends who are doing spring cleaning to donate their gentlyused stuffed toys, or perhaps pick up a few at garage sales as the season begins. The
more prizes we have, the more we can earn -- in 2015 we ran short, but still earned
$1247. With your support, we can do even better this year! See Pastor Jo, or drop the
stuffies off in the box in the coat-room. Thanks!

KID'S CONNECTION CARDS
Even though our Kid's Connection participants are young, they, too, are engaged in
the ministry of sharing God's love. During most months of the school year, the children
made cards for all our shut-ins, and a few extra that we have been sharing with members
of the congregation. It is our hope that over the course of each year, each church family
will receive a card.
While the cards are usually signed by the creator, each is actually a gift from the
whole class. The kids love when notes or thank-yous come back to them, so if you
should want to say thank-you for a card you receive, a note to the class would be wonderful. Just leave it is Pastor Jo's mailbox, and she will share it with her class.

FARMER’S MARKET
CHILDREN’S TENT
On Saturday, May 21st, FPC will be hosting a craft at the children's tent at the
Farmer’s Market. This is a great opportunity to meet families in our community, to
share our faith, and invite them to all the great programs we offer our children, including our upcoming Vacation Bible School.
Pastor Jo will be at the tent but will need volunteers who enjoy both crafts and children. Help setting up and tearing down will be appreciated as well.
If you would like to help, contact Pastor Jo. As always, thank you for your support.
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Prayer requests received during the month of April.

Please pray for . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Gloria & Ron Welsh
Jack Rae, as he recovers from surgery
the family of Paul Lloyd
the family of Eleanor Donley
Lynn Wallen
Tom & Jeanette Asiala
the family of Sue Roth on the passing of
her father, Charles
the Rhoden family
Safe travel for Edna Cary and Dorothy
Walker as they travel to and from North
Carolina
Rob VanderVoort
John Bunn
Jane Beckstein
Gary Panicacci’s mother
Andrea Dingeldey’s grandmother
Bette Haack
Jack Rae as he recovers from surgery.
Dr. Chuck Heubner
Lois White
Ted Morgan
Millie Turnbull
Bill Clogg
for the continuing election process in our
country, that your will be done, as in
heaven.
that we continue to live out that Christ Is
Risen, Indeed!
In celebration of Betty Ross’ 95th
birthday

Our ShutShut-ins and Homebound
 Jane Beckstein
 Joan Borsh
 Millie Bunn
 Bill & Glenna Clogg
 Edna Hope
 Betty Ross
 Ann Seden
 Shirley Westacott

]

Our Men Serving in the Armed
Forces
 Kenny Bond
 Ben Bond
 Brian Petersen
 Jared Roth
Our Friends Under the Care of
Presbytery
 Anne Lyke
 Ruth Azar

Request prayer by calling the church
office at (248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.
Please let your Deacon know how your
prayer is being answered. If you do not
know who your Deacon is, contact the
church office.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM

of

Paul W. Lloyd
b. 2/5/1935
d. 4/19/2016

Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor
Email: mhorlocker1@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
Rev. Joanne Morgan, Parish Associate
Email: joanne.marie.morgan@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday
Laura Goode, Administrative Assistant
Email: office@fpcsouthlyon.org
Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs. 9-3
Office is closed on Tuesdays & Fridays
Sally Messner, Director of Music
Email: sally.messner@gmail.com
Bob Weinburger, Treasurer
Peggy Hart, Custodian

Eleanor S. Donley
b. 2/19/1918
d. 4/9/1916

Office: 248.437.2875
www.fpcsouthlyon.com
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First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
205 East Lake Street
South Lyon, MI 48178-0123

Mission Statement:
We are sent out by Jesus Christ to feed God’s people spiritually, physically,
and lovingly; planting seeds of hope, compassion, and justice within and
throughout South Lyon and wherever else the Holy Spirit leads us.

