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TO BE ALIVE IN CHRIST…
In October, we began a year-long biblical study using Brian McLaren’s book, We Make
the Road by Walking. So far, our study has been very insightful and has sparked wonderful conversations along the way. I’d like to share with you what McLaren has to say
about Jesus, the Light, that comes to us on Christmas Eve:
What do we mean when we say Jesus is the light? Just as a glow on the eastern
horizon tells us that a long night is almost over, Jesus’ birth signals the beginning of
the end for the dark night of fear, hostility, violence, and the greed that has descended
on our world. Jesus’ birth signals the start of a new day, a new way, a new understanding of what it means to be alive.
Aliveness, he will teach, is a gift available to all by God’s grace. It flows not from
taking, but giving, not from fear but from faith, not from conflict but reconciliation,
not from domination but from service. It isn’t found in the upward trappings of religion—rules and rituals, controversies and scruples, temples and traditions. No, it
springs up from our innermost being like a fountain of living water. It intoxicates us
like the best wine ever and so turns life from a disappointment into a banquet. This
new light of aliveness and love opens us up to rethink everything-to go back and become like little children again. Then we can rediscover the world with a fresh, childlike wonder-seeing the world in a new light, the light of Christ.
To be alive in the adventure of Jesus is to kneel at the manger and gaze upon that
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little baby who is radiant with so much promise for our world today.
So let us light a candle for the Christ child, for the infant Jesus, the Word made
flesh. Let our hearts glow with that light that was in him, so that we become candles
through which his light shines still. For Christmas is a process as well as an event.
Your heart and mine can become the little town, the stable, the manger...even now. Let
a new day, a new creation, a new you, and new me, begin. Let there be light. (p.80)
May the light of Christ shine brightly within you this Christmas season, and through
the new year!
With Peace and Grace,

Pastor Mike
P.S.– Our book study continues every Sunday after worship in the church library. All
are welcome to join the discussion, and we hope that you will. Contact the church office
if you’d like a copy of We Make the Way by Walking.

Cisma G eng
The entire staff joins in wishing you and your family a
JOYOUS CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR

Michael Horlocker Jo Morgan Sally Messner
Bob Weinburger Laura Goode Peggy Hart

SOUTH LYON’S HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AND PARADE
ALL DAY, SATURDAY DECEMBER 3RD
On the first Saturday in December the City of South Lyon celebrates Cool Yule. The
city offers family friendly activities across the community along with the Cool Yule
parade to support local charities. Again this year FPC will have a float in the parade.
Bob and Dorcas Cue have generously offered to host the float building at their home on
Friday, December 2nd. The float building will begin late morning and continue
throughout the day until the float is finished. Volunteer float builders are needed. Can
you find an hour or two to help out? See Bob Cue for more details.
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Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 3, 2016
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Please join First Presbyterian Church and Boy
Scout Troop #38 as we host Breakfast with
Santa on Saturday, December 3rd from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. As a
Service Project for the Boy Scouts they will
cook breakfast for this much anticipated event.
What could be better than a warm homemade
breakfast and a visit with Santa at the same time? Breakfast is $8.00 per person, children under 3 are FREE. Please RSVP to First Presbyterian Church by calling (248) 437
-2875. Seating is limited so call early to reserve your seats.

Building Event
First Presbyterian Church

Saturday, December 3rd
10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
If you are interested, you can
purchase one of our Gingerbread House kits for $12 or
bring your own. Contest
details and entry forms can be
found on the Friendship Table.
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HOPS & HYMNS:
CHRISTMAS EDITION
7:00 p.m. on the Manse Patio
Unwind with a beer or
beverage of your choice,
snacks, and a hot fire as
we gather to sing favorite
Christmas carols. Don’t
worry about the weather.
If it’s too cold or wet,
we’ll take the party inside.

December 2016

PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Saturday, December 17 at 5:00
Be sure to join us for this year’s progressive dinner. We will enjoy 4 courses in 4
homes. If you would like to attend the
meal, be sure to sign up at the Friendship
table. If you would like to be a host, let
the church office know. We are still in
need of two hosts.

Blue Christmas:
A Service of Hope & Remembrance
Wednesday, December 21, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
A soup dinner will be served at
6:15 p.m. in the Parlor.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

A DAY OF CHRISTMAS JOY
A Day of Christmas Joy is a day for parents to relax or catch up, and a day of Christmas
VBS for kids in grades K-5, (shepherds Grade 6+), lunch included.
Leaders are needed for craft activities and to help with lunch and games. Examples
of crafts are on the bulletin board outside of the Sunday School room, and a sign-up
sheet is on the table outside the parlor.
We hope you will share in the Christmas spirit, and spend this special time with the
children of our congregation and community.
Please see Pastor Jo if you have questions or need more information! Thanks.
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A note from the Director of Music
From the stadium to the stage, we enjoy showing our enthusiasm and excitement for the
people who entertain us. We enjoy showing our appreciation for work well done, largely
with applause, and those who receive it are grateful to have earned it.
While I hope that music during worship will inspire enthusiasm for the gospel and excitement for the Word, showing appreciation with applause is problematic.
Applause reduces the role of worship music to entertainment. There’s nothing wrong
with entertainment, of course, but the purpose of worship music is not to entertain but to
bear the Word of God. This is a weighty and powerful task, whether the music is lifting
up joyful praise or helping us voice our sorrowing laments. Entertainment is a spectator
sport, but worship is participatory for the entire congregation.
Applause indicates “well done!” to the musicians. So what happens on a day when
there’s no applause? The musicians may begin to think that they didn’t deserve appreciation on that day and that they did something wrong. The role of the musician in worship is to help the whole congregation to sing, literally and metaphorically. Choirs of
adults and children, handbells, pianists, and instrumentalists offer anthems apart from
the congregation to bring additional voices to worship and perhaps to allow the congregation to reflect on new texts and music. We share our gifts in worship differently and
more readily than we might on a stage, and any expectation of applause or otherwise
changes our approach and might diminish our boldness.
This is not to say that worship music is not worthy of expressed appreciation—it is! Our
musicians bring their best, devoting time and effort to their craft. We aim for artistry and
authenticity when preparing music for worship and sincerely hope that our music adds
to your engagement in worship rather than detracting from it. And we hope that you will
continue to show your appreciation for the musicians—children and adults—in these
ways:
Say “Amen,” like we do after a prayer or the sermon
Speak an encouraging word to a musician
Speak an encouraging word to the music director or the pastor
Write a thank-you note to the musicians.
Feel free to add your own ideas to this list (like baking cookies!). Thank you for your
continued support of the music program!

Sally Messner
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And Poinsettias
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WREATH AND POINSETTIA
ORDER FORM
No. of wreaths _____________
x $25 ea. = _______________
No. of poinsettias __________

Help decorate our sanctuary for the
Christmas season by purchasing a live
wreath and/or poinsettia. Dedicate it in
memory or in honor of a loved one.
Complete the form below and return it to
the church office by December 18, with
your payment. You may also place it in the
offering plate, or mail it to the church office.
Order as many as you wish.

x $15 ea. = ________________
In honor/memory of ________
___________________________
___________________________
Name _____________________
___________________________

Please Support the Mitten Tree
This year’s Mitten Tree is sponsored by The Youth
Connection. Members include: Simon Harris, Lauren
Horlocker, and Lily Mueller.
The Mitten Tree helps so many people and impacts
people in a big way. It helps people from not only Active Faith but also benefits Second Mile Center. By
donating not only mittens, but hats and scarves as well,
we can help these two great organizations to help people all around us get clothed for winter.
We will be collecting donated items through Christmas,
December 25th. The items will be inventoried and delivered while we are on Christmas break.
On behalf of the Youth Connection,

Lily Mueller
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Active Faith: Rice is the selection for December. This can be plain or side-dish style rice.
Thank you for this year’s giving.
Abbey Park Festival of Trees: Go see ‘Visions of Joy(ce)’, our tree decorated by Joyce Johnson and her daughter Sue Sillence. Not only go, but also vote. $1 tickets are available from the
Abbey Park office during business hours. The tree with the highest vote count receives a monetary prize (ours will go to Second Mile Center). Voting ends at 5:00pm Thursday December 22,
with the winner announced via the Abbey Park Facebook page by noon on Friday December 23.
Vote, vote, vote.
Cool Yule: On December 3rd, we will need many volunteers because from 9:00am to 10:30am
we host Breakfast with Santa in place of the Hotel. Our Boy Scout Troop will handle the meal
service. From 10:30am to 1:00pm, there will be Gingerbread House Decorating. By 2:00pm
the Houses need to be transported to the Judging Tent in the downtown parking lot. These Houses need to be protected during the judging period from 2:00pm to 5:00pm. Check the clip clip
board for sign-up sheets.
Everyone Eats: 21 December is the Christmas meal for the Spirit of Hope Everyone Eats program. We will not need pies nor cookies as we are in charge of cooking the hams. A sign-up
sheet is on the clip board for volunteers. The carpool leaves at 9:30am promptly. You will be
driven to the site at Spirit of Hope Church and brought back to the parking lot about 2pm.
Christmas Eve offering: The offering collected at the Christmas Eve service will go to Second
Mile Center to support the work of God and our friend Ruth Azar in this area of Detroit.
Kids Hope USA: Pray for the children, mentors, prayer partners, and teachers as we
begin this vital mission.
Friendsgiving/Not Your Mama’s Potluck: Thank you for the participation. Over 30 people
tried 17 new recipes. We raised $328 for No Kid Hungry. And the winning recipe was:
Pear Soup (Michael Chiarello) 45 minutes to prepare 5-8 servings
6 pears
3 T. lemon juice
3 T. unsalted butter
1T. Minced fresh sage leaves
½ cup packed light brown sugar
gray salt
Peel, halve & core pears. Toss in lemon juice. Melt butter in oven-proof skillet (medium-low
heat) until butter begins to brown. Add sage, allow to caramelize. Add brown sugar & pinch of
salt. Add pears & roll to coat. In preheated oven, broil pears in skillet, stirring occasionally, until pears are light brown. Puree pears & butter mixture until smooth. Serve in room-temperature
soup plates. Maybe refrigerated & slightly reheated before serving later.
Note: The Mission & Outreach committee meets on the first Monday of the month at
10:30am in the Library. Anyone interested, please join us.
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The giving
tree is up and
the tags are
waiting for
someone pick
them. This year our Adopt-A-Family
is two families with a total of eight
children. Please take one or more
tags and share the blessings you have
received. Gifts and tags must be returned by December 11th. If you
have any questions please contact
Gwyn McClintock, 810-599-7133.
Who's your Deacon? We will be putting up a Deacon's list shortly. If you
are unsure who you Deacon is you
will be able to consult the list. If you
know of someone who needs some
TLC, please check the board and let
their Deacon know. There are times
when we are unaware that someone is
in need. As always information will
be kept confidential. Information will
be shared with Pastor Mike or the
Prayer Group if requested. Help us
help you.
We are planning a meet your Deacon
time for after the first of the year.
As I read "These Days", November
12th devotional, two phrases caused
me to pause. "Gratitude requires
space" and "make room for Thanksgiving". Walgreen's commercial
states "Thanks for giving". As Advent
begins take time and make space. As
we prepare to celebrate the greatest
gift ever given, take time, make space
and say a prayer "thanks for giving us
Jesus".
Dorcas Cue
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Eighth Annual Festival of Trees
Abbey Park at Mill River
November 25 - December 31, 2016
The 8th annual Festival of Trees at Abbey
Park recruits non-profit groups, business and
local organizations to decorate one of their
many trees that are placed throughout the
building to support this annual event for the
senior residents who reside there. All proceeds
from the Festival will be awarded to the group
who earns the most votes.
Joyce Johnson and Dorothy Tenant have accepted the challenge again this year to decorate the most beautiful tree ever. It’s quite an
undertaking but if anyone can do it, it’s Joyce
and Dorothy.
So that FPC’s tree wins the “People’s Choice
Award” and the monetary gift, which will be
given to Second Mile Center, we need all of
you to vote as many times as possible between
Monday, November 28th and Tuesday, December 22nd (at 5:00 p.m.) Each vote is a $1
donation (tickets are available at the Abbey
Park office, during office hours).
We are looking for a record turnout from our
members, their families
and friends. Won’t you
please vote to help our
very worthwhile event.
And while you are at Abbey Park voting for our
tree stop by and say a
“hello” to those seniors
who often need someone
to talk with. It’s good for
the soul.
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FOR ...and ABOUT SOUTH LYON PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN!
December 2016
The “Socktober” Sock Drive resulted in almost 300 pairs of socks donated for missions.
Half of the socks will remain in South Lyon and distributed by Active Faith, the other
half will be taken to Second Mile Center. Thank you to everyone that so willingly donated socks. We didn’t make our goal of 500 pair, but the ones we received will certainly help to keep feet warm this winter!
December 14 will find the Women’s Bible Study in the Library discussing Chapter 4
from our study guide and reading The Gospel of John to find out “Who Is Jesus?”....What a Difference a Lens Makes! It is so interesting to see how the different
authors view Jesus and exactly who they thought he was. John shows us that Jesus and
God are one. Join us at 11:00 a.m. for an interesting discussion.
Circle of Hope will venture out to the Lake Street Tavern at 12:15 on December 14 for
their traditional Christmas Lunch. All women are invited to join us. Just come and enjoy the time together. We’ll meet in the Parlor and walk over as a group to enjoy the
Christmas decorations in the shops in South Lyon. After lunch, you can even go and do
a little shopping.
Circle Eve will meet at 7:00 p.m. on December 28 at the home of Anne Lyke to enjoy a
light meal and Bible Study. Read 2 John; yes, the whole book. All women are welcome
to the evening out and to enjoy the time together!
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit will meet December 7 at Grosse Ile
Presbyterian Church, 7925 Horsemill. The program: Meet Charles Dickens and enjoy
Grosse Ile’s Renaissance man portraying the legandary author of The Christmas Carol.
Music by Island troubadour Barry VanEngelen playing and leading the singing of
“Silent Night”. Did you know “Silent Night” was played for the first time on a guitar in
Oberndorf, Austria in 1818?
If you would like to attend, please let Barbara Clark Greene know by December 2. A
box lunch will be available for a cost of $8.00 and includes homemade Christmas cookies!
Mark your calendars...The Annual Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit
Retreat will be held March 4, 2017 at Allen Park Presbyterian Church. Keynote
speaker: Rev. Elizabeth Downs
We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future. THAT’S
CONFIDENCE!
Have a Blessed Christmas and keep your eyes on the Star!
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Prayer requests received during the month of November.

Please pray for . . .
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

The Prentis family on the passing
of Shirley Prentis.
Barbara Morgan and family on the
passing of her mother.
Richard Lynch recovering from
surgery.
Jerry with stage 4 cancer.
all caregivers
Nella
Harry Prentis for continued
recovery from stroke.
Joan Danielson
Barbara Donley
Hanz Tietz
Kim MacNish recovering from
surgery.
Matt Mueller
Greg Clark, recovering from
surgery
Calvin Louis DiFranco who was
born premature.
Claude Danielson

Request prayer by calling the church office at
(248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.
Please let your Deacon know how your prayer
is being answered. If you do not know who
your Deacon is, contact the church office.

Our ShutShut-ins and Homebound
 Joan Borsh
 Millie Bunn
 Edna Hope
 Betty Ross
 Ann Seden
 Shirley Westacott

]

Our Men Serving in the Armed
Forces
 Kenny Bond
 Ben Bond
 Brian Petersen
 Jared Roth
Our Friends Under the Care of
Presbytery
 Anne Lyke
 Ruth Azar

Shirley Prentis
B. 6/22/1922
D. 11/28/2016
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SAVE THE DATES…
December 2nd
Cool Yule Float Construction - all day
December 3rd
South Lyon Cool Yule
December 8th
Hops & Hymns - 7p.m.
December 17th
Progressive Dinner - 5p.m.
December 18th
Guest Musicians: The Elm Ensemble
December 21st
Soup Dinner - 6:15 p.m.
Blue Christmas Service - 7p.m.
First Day of Winter
December 24th
Christmas Eve Service - 10p.m.
December 25th
Christmas Day Service - 11a.m.
December 28th
Day of Christmas Joy - 10a.m.
December 29th
Bingo at VFW Hall—5:30 p.m.
Benefits SLHS Band Program
December 31st
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night
January 1st
Children’s Christmas Program
Worship at 11 a.m.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

CHARITY BINGO
THURSDAY, DEC. 29, 5:30 p.m.
Join us for a night of Bingo at the South
Lyon VFW Hall. It will be lots of fun and
is for a great cause. South Lyon Bingo,
which is offered every Thursday night,
supports the South Lyon High School band
program. You may just recognize the Bingo Caller, but he promised not to quit his
day job!

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM
Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor
Email: mhorlocker1@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
Rev. Joanne Morgan, Parish Associate
Email: joanne.marie.morgan@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday
Laura Goode, Administrative Assistant
Email: office@fpcsouthlyon.org
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-3
Office is closed on Friday
Sally Messner, Director of Music
Email: sally.messner@gmail.com
Bob Weinburger, Treasurer
Peggy Hart, Custodian
Office: 248.437.2875
www.fpcsouthlyon.com
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First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
205 East Lake Street
South Lyon, MI 48178-0123

Mission Statement:
We are sent out by Jesus Christ to feed God’s people spiritually, physically,
and lovingly; planting seeds of hope, compassion, and justice within and
throughout South Lyon and wherever else the Holy Spirit leads us.

