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HAPPY EPIPHANY!!!
By now, the Christmas decorations are put away, or at least on their way to storage for
another year. Isn’t it funny, how we get excited for Christmas long before the Christmas
season begins, and put it all away before it even ends. And what’s next, once all the
lights are taken down? A long, cold Michigan winter? Well, yes, and no.
What’s next is Epiphany. When the twelve days of Christmas have finally ran its
course, Epiphany begins. The word “epiphany” is derived from the Greek language, and
means appearing, or to be revealed. We celebrate the day of Epiphany on January 6th,
but in the church, Epiphany has an entire season dedicated to the revelation of God
through the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
Epiphany continues through the Sunday just before Ash Wednesday, with the transfiguration of the Lord, when we are taken to a hilltop and asked, “Who do you say I am?”
The stories we share during Epiphany will help us answer that question...stories of acceptance and confirmation; of teachings, of miracles, of healing, and so forth. The stories we hear from Luke this season are meant to awaken us to a new discoveries; to
wonderment and awe.
Epiphany invites us to open our eyes and see the world not as it is, but as it was meant
to be. Epiphany inspires us to repent, to turn back to God and to be transformed by the
light that came and walked among us, and for this, we are truly blessed.
One of my favorite epiphany hymns closes with this verse: “Arise, your light is come!
The mountains burst in song! Rise up like eagles on the wing; God’s power will make
us strong.”
May the light of Christ shine brightly within you this Epiphany season!

Pastor Mike
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2016 ANNUAL MEETING
Join us on Sunday, January 29th immediately following worship for our Annual
Congregational Meeting. This year, our meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall
during our potluck lunch. We will hear brief reports from our committee chairpersons,
and approve the pastor’s terms of call, and celebrate a wonderful 2016.
Annual Reports will be available on Sunday, January 22nd for your review.

PER CAPITA—WHAT IS IT?
Per Capita is the dues we pay for every member of the church. The per capita is
divided and supports the Presbytery of Detroit, the Synod of the Covenant, and the
General Assembly. These are the councils that make up our denomination, the PC
(USA). Per Capita helps cover the overhead costs of each council and helps financially
support our local, national, and worldwide missions.
Recently, our church has been a recipient of mission grants from our Presbytery and
Synod. In 2014, we received a $5,000 grant which allowed Capernaum to begin the
denture program; and just last month, we received a $2,500 grant to cover expenses of
our Kids Hope ministry. We have been “lifted up” by our Presbytery on several
occasions as a model of what a healthy congregation looks like, and they provided us
with many of the tools used to become who we are today.
The church pays your Per Capita whether you contribute or not. You can help relieve
the church of this burden this year by covering the cost of your per capita. The cost is
$25.00 per confirmed member. Remember, envelopes and checks should clearly state
“per capita”...or consider paying by credit card. Please contact Bob Weinburger with
any questions.
FOR...and ABOUT SOUTH LYON PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
JANUARY 2017
A New Year and a New Start as we look forward to a busy calendar for the women of
First Presbyterian, South Lyon.
Remember the agreement we signed on November 15, 2014 when we rededicated the
South Lyon Presbyterian Women (USA)? It said: “Whereas, the Women of First Presbyterian Church, South Lyon, Michigan, part of the Presbytery of Detroit and the Synod
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of the Covenant have indicated their desire to be an active, vital group of the Presbyterian Women (USA). Know that by these present, and whose signatures are affixed below, Hereby pledge their commitment to the South Lyon Presbyterian Women to do
all they can do to see that it is a vital, caring and active group.
It is signed by Marilyn Birckelbaw, Donna Rae, Virginia Breen, Pat Huss, Jeanette Asiala, Nancy Geiger, Mary Lloyd, Gwyn McClintock, Kathryn Schultz, Tina Van Ochten,
Dorothy Esbrook, Barbara Clark Greene, Kay Fisher, Barbara Morgan, Ann Clifton,
Many Bond, Stephanie Horlocker, Joanne Morgan, Linda Anderson, Anne Lyke, Marci
Mulligan, Vonda Boatman, Mary Haack, and Bette Haack.
Every one of you are a vital part of who we are and what we can accomplish in 2017.
Come to a Circle; join a bible study; be part of the knit/crochet group. There is a place
for all SL Women and you will receive a warm, hearty welcome....It’s Time!
**********************
Jeanette Asiala will be leading the Circle of Hope Wednesday, January 11 at 12:15 in
the Parlor. Bring a Sandwich to share and dessert will be provided by hostess will be
Barbara Clark Greene. Word for Roll Call is “Obey”. Dorothy Esbrook will present a
Moment for Mission. Join us ...we’d love to have you with us!
**********************
The Women’s Bible Study meets at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 11 in the Library
and will be discussing Chapter 5 from “Who Is Jesus”? We will be learning that Paul
wrote his letters earlier than the Gospel writers and that his portrait of Jesus is of the
crucified Lord. If your New Year’s Resolution is to take part in a Bible Study, this
would be a great place to start! Discussions are lively and interesting! Laughter usually
finds a way into our group as well.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * *
30 Adult Bibs were sewn by Nancy Geiger and taken to Care Tel in Brighton. Thank
you to these ladies who stepped up and answered the request for these bibs that were
from a completely new pattern!
***********************
Circle Eve will meet again on 30 January at 7pm at Anne’s home. Read 2 John; yes, the
whole book. Light meal will be served.
***********************
We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children. That’s LOVE!
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MISSION & OUTREACH
Active Faith: Spaghetti Sauce is the selection for January. It can be any style or flavor
for use with any pasta.
Abbey Park Festival of Trees: Thanks to Joyce Johnson and her able
assistant Dorothy Tennant FPCSL had a beautiful Christmas tree on
display. We were second by a very close margin.

Blood Drive: The date is Tuesday January 3 from 1pm to 7pm. Go to
the American Red Cross website to make an appointment. We also
need 4 or 5 volunteers to help at the registration table and the refreshment table for 2 to 4 hour shifts. Contact Bob Cue.

Cool Yule: Our float won the “Best Use of
Lights” award.

Everyone Eats: January 18 is the next meal for the Spirit of Hope Everyone Eats program. A sign-up sheet is on the purple clip clip board for volunteers. The carpool leaves
at 9:30am promptly. You will be driven to the site at Spirit of Hope Church and brought
back to the parking lot about 2pm.

Kids Hope USA: The children and mentors are very
excited about this program. Pray for the children,
mentors, prayer partners, and teachers as we continue this vital mission.

Note the Change: The Mission & Outreach committee meets on the third Tuesday
of the month at 10:30am in the Library. Anyone interested, please join us.
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Honoring the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Deacons would like to thank the FPC
family for being so generous when we
reached out to the community. The adopt
-a-family tree was a huge success!
We provided gifts to two families with a
total of eight children, gift certificates to
Kroger and a turkey for both families!
Thank you to everyone who helped these
two families have a merry Christmas and
a blessed New Year.
Stephanie Horlocker

The Presbytery of Detroit cordially invites you to join us for “His Light Still
Shines” in honor of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 15,
2017 at 4:00 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 17567 Hubbell (at W.
Outer Drive), Detroit, MI 48235. There
will be refreshments following the program.

Kid’s Connection Is Moving
to a New Time!
There is no Kid’s Connection program
today, Sunday, January 8, as Pastor Jo is
out of town. BUT: Beginning Sunday,
January 15, our Kid’s Connection moves
to its new time, immediately following
worship, for children ages 3 years
through Kindergarten (in the Sunday
School Room downstairs), and kids in
Grades 1-5 in the Upper Room (upstairs).
Children will be dismissed to go with
Pastor Jo during the last hymn, and both
classes will end at 12:30 pm. Parents are
invited to Join Pastor Mike’s class that
meets at the same time, or to remain for
fellowship in the parlor.
We are excited about this new opportunity to serve more of the children of our
congregation! If you have questions,
need more information, or would like to
help out occasionally, please contact Pastor Jo Morgan at 724-560-3885.
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Session Highlights
Regular Session Meeting,
18 December 2016

Present: Moderator Rev. M. Horlocker; Clerk-Elder A. Lyke; Elders D. Beckstein, R.
Cue, P. Eichinger, T. Goodman, B. Greene, K. MacNish, R. McClintock, M. Mueller,
D. Rae, K. Schultz; Treasurer R. Weinburger.
Motions approved
•

Remove from the roll Lynn Lyke [1181], Nora Colegrove [1637], Jason Serafinski
[1812], and Paula Peterson [1874] due to inactivity and/or relocation without communication.

•

Operating Budget for 2017 as amended.

•

Set Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday 29 January 2017, with a snow date
of 5 February 2017.

•

Change Communion in January from the first to the eighth due to conflict with the
Children’s Christmas Program.

•

Repair rear door lock and recut keys and replace door pins with new hinge on second set of rear doors (by restrooms) at a cost not to exceed $1200.00.

•

Use a maximum of $450.00 from the professional musician budget line to pay the
Elm Ensemble when they perform during Epiphany.

•

Presbytery meeting: Tuesday 24 January 2017 at 4pm at Hope PC(USA), Detroit;
commissioner K. Schultz.

•

Next Session meeting: Saturday 25 February 2017 at 8am.

•

Annual Congregational meeting: Sunday 29 January 2017 following Worship.

Respectfully submitted
Anne Lyke
Clerk of Session
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Prayer requests received during the month of December.

Please pray for . . .
∗

The family of Pat Niess

∗

The family of Shirley Prentis

∗

The family of Sue Chenoweth

∗

Barbara Johanningsmeier’s grandson,
Mitchell with concussion and broken bones

∗

Jerry, and his family, as his health declines

∗

Vonda Boatman’s son and daughter-in-law
recovering from auto accident

∗

Barbara Johanningsmeier’s daughter-inlaw’s sister diagnosed with stage 4 cancer

∗

Claude and Joan Danielson, as they move to
Abbey Park in January

∗

Bob and Dorcas Cue’s daughter-in-law,
Leanne

∗

Greg Clark, recovering from surgery

∗

Richard Lynch

∗

Barbara Donley

∗

WWII Veterans on the 75th anniversary of
Pearl Harbor Day

∗

Michigan Seamless Tube of South Lyon, as
company has declared Chapter 11
bankruptcy

Our ShutShut-ins and Homebound
 Joan Borsh
 Millie Bunn
 Edna Hope
 Betty Ross
 Ann Seden
 Shirley Westacott
Our Men Serving in the Armed Forces
 Kenny Bond
 Ben Bond
 Jared Roth
Our Friends Under the Care of
Presbytery
 Anne Lyke
 Ruth Azar

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM
Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor
Rev. Jo Morgan, Parish Associate

Request prayer by calling the church office at
(248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.
Please let your Deacon know how your prayer
is being answered. If you do not know who
your Deacon is, contact the church office.

Sally Messner, Director of Music
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-3
Office Phone: 248.437.2875
www.fpcsouthlyon.com
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First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

205 East Lake Street
South Lyon, MI 48178-0123

Join us next Sunday, January 15, as the ensemble
Elm leads us in worship. The Elm Ensemble was
established by Sally and Josh Messner in 2008. The
group specializes in performing early European and
American music in liturgical settings.
Be sure to invite your friends and family to worship
with us next Sunday. Child care will be available
during worship for children 3 and under.
Mission Statement:
We are sent out by Jesus Christ to feed God’s people spiritually, physically, and lovingly; planting seeds of hope, compassion, and justice within and throughout South Lyon
and wherever else the Holy Spirit leads us.

