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A Season of Giving Thanks
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:3-6, NRSV).
If I were limited to describe the apostle Paul with only one word, it would have to be
gratitude. In every letter that Paul writes, he reminds that particular church of the gratitude he has for them. It doesn’t matter whether Paul is writing from another church he is
visiting, or suffering in a prison, Paul is always grateful to those whom he shares his
ministry with.
As we wrap up our 185th Anniversary Celebration, I am thankful for all of you and
for the opportunity to share our ministries together, sharing the love of Jesus Christ in
South Lyon and “wherever else the Spirit may lead us.”
November in many ways is a month of transition. The days grow noticeably shorter,
as darkness lingers longer each day. The beauty of autumn gives way to winter as the
leaves fall quickly to the ground, and things turn a bit gray. What helps me deal with
this transition is expressing gratitude—taking opportunities to say “thank you”; making
extra time to get involved in the missions of the church; and being more deliberate in
my prayers to thank God for all the blessings that have been showered upon me.
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Don’t let this November, or the winter months, get you down. Instead, consider your
blessings, and express your gratitude. The best expression of gratitude is to pay God
back in acts of kindness and good will.
Kindness, justice, and humility—these are the things, according to the prophet Micah, that the Lord requires of us (6:8). All of these stem from a gracious heart. Perhaps
in November we can be deliberate in our graciousness. After all, gratitude is contagious.
Don’t believe me? Give it a try!
With Peace and Grace,

Pastor Mike
Daylight Savings
Time Ends
November 6. Be
sure to set your
clocks back 1
hour.

November 6, 10:30 a.m.

FALL ALL DAY CRAFT DAY
November 12th, 8am - 8pm
Calling all Crafters - November 12th is our next All-Day
Craft Day. 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. gives you twelve full hours
to work on those Christmas projects you want to finish. Or, just
spend the time on your favorite relaxing hobby. We’ll feed you
breakfast, lunch, dinner and a wide variety of snacks. The cost is
only $35, and the profits will go to the Campership program through Active Faith.
Space is limited, so register soon! The sign-up sheet is located at the Friendship Table.
If you have any questions please contact Gwyn McClintock at (810) 599-7133 or Kathy
Schultz at (734) 449-2938.
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Have you turned in your 2017
Pledge card?
If not, we ask that you do so as soon as
possible. If you’ve misplaced your card,
We will soon enter the holiday season
and will again participate in the "AdoptA-Family Program". This will ensure a
family in need will have a Merry
Christmas. Shortly after Thanksgiving
we will put up a tree with ornaments that
indicate the gifts needed and the ages of
the children we adopt.
More information will be forthcoming.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving holiday.
Yours in Christ,
Deacon, Jack Rae

there are extras at church.
Remember, if you’re tired of writing
checks, there are other options:
1. Contact your bank and have them send
a check to the church.
2. Contact the church office and Laura
can help you set up a monthly or one
time payment using either a credit card
or debit card.

48-HOUR PRAYER VIGIL

FINAL
FALL CLEAN UP

As an opportunity to pray for our nation,

Our final fall clean up
date is Saturday, November 19th from 9:00 a.m.
to noon. We would be
grateful to get as many
members to help get the
grounds cleaned and
readied for next spring! We have requested help from our Boy Scouts Troop #38
to help us out as well.
You know that famous quote, “Many
hands make light work.” That couldn’t
be more true in this case. Please find
time to help out. Thank you in advance.

First Presbyterian Church will hold a 48-

the electoral process, unity, and peace,
hour prayer vigil beginning at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, November 6 until 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, November 8. The church will be
open to the public for those 48 hours. Prayer warriors are needed all hours of the day
for the vigil to be a success. We need people especially during the overnight hours
on Sunday and Monday. If you can help,
please contact Pastor Mike, or the church
office.
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Active Faith: Macaroni and cheese is the choice for November. And really, what’s
better when you are turkeyed out.

Cool Yule: Will we enter the Cool Yule Parade of Lights this year? There will be a
brief mee&ng to see if there is interest in building a ﬂoat for the theme “Twas the
Night before Christmas” on Sunday November 6 a*er Worship. Cool Yule is 3 December. FPCSL will host the Breakfast with Santa from 9am to 10:30am, the Gingerbread House decora&ng from 10:30am to 12noon, “guarding” the houses at the
showing tent un&l the judging is complete, and perhaps, just perhaps, parade a
ﬂoat. Volunteer sign-up sheets will appear in the strangest places; look for them.
Everyone Eats: 16 November is the next meal. We will need cookies again
please. The Thanksgiving meal is scheduled for 23 November; because Jefferson Ave. PCUSA has joined us, this year we need only 10 pumpkin pies.
Sign-up sheets for cookies, pies, and servers will be on the purple “clip”
board.
FPCSL Friendsgiving: Friendsgiving is a new type of holiday. It was created for
people to bond into a substitute family when long distances prevent gathering for
the holidays. It is also used to raise money for charity. The group NO KID HUNGRY you see promoted on food network tv will receive our collection. People
interested in coming to FPCSL Friendsgiving are asked to prepare a recipe (get
one from Anne) to serve about 12 people. The meal will be a Taste of FPCSLstyle presentation: appetizers, soups, salads, side dishes. Games and crafts to take
part in are available and encouraged. Please wear your fall finest, and join us on
Sunday 20 November. You might discover something new to serve Thursday or
an activity to occupy the younger set while waiting for dinner to be ready. Suggested donation is $10. Send your selfie to andthelyke@aol.com.
Note: The committee meeting is the first Monday (Nov 7) at
10:30am in the Library.
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FOR ...and ABOUT SOUTH LYON PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN!
November 2016
South Lyon Presbyterian Women are alive and well! We just delivered over $2,000
worth of items to the In-Gathering of the Presbyterian Women of Detroit Presbytery.
Items included 63 fleece blankets with crocheted edges, 46 baby blankets, 303 diapers,
various baby items such as undershirts, onesies, sleepers, sweaters and many other items
that were donated in May by all the members when we did the drive for baby items.
Thank you to everyone that donated items and crocheted the many fleece blankets. Special recognition to Marilyn Birckelbaw and Sue Roth for their endless crocheting...they
did more blankets than anyone. Thank you to Nancy Geiger, Joyce Johnson and Mary
Lloyd for delivering the items to the In-gathering and assisting in the sorting process!
Have you noticed the dishwasher in the Parlor Kitchen? It was donated by the Presbyterian Women to make it easier for clean-up after coffee hour, and is being greatly appreciated by all.
Women’s Bible Study meets on the 2nd Wednesday in the Library at 11:00 a.m. We are
enjoying “Who Is Jesus?”...What a Difference a Lens Makes. Discussion is lively as we
explore the different texts on who Jesus is through the eyes of different authors of the
Gospel. We will be discussing the Gospel of Luke on November 9th.
Circle of Hope will meet November 9th at 12:15 in the Parlor. Nancy Geiger is Hostess
and the roll call word is “Trust”. Bring a sandwich to share and enjoy the fellowship.
All women are welcome to join us! Dorothy Esbrook will present an interesting mission
moment.
Circle Eve will meet at 7:00 p.m. on November 28th at the home of Anne Lyke. They
will be reading the 5th chapter of First John. A light meal, bible study and friendship will
be on the docket. If you can’t make a day time Circle, this is the one for you!
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit will meet at Second Mile Center,
18391 Morang, Detroit for the November 2, 2016 meeting. The program will be Information and Resources to Prevent Gun Violence. If you would like to go, contact Barbara Clark Greene. Lunch will be available for $8.00 and reservations are needed by October 28. This is a good chance to visit 2nd Mile Center and support our own Ruth Azar!
We are asked to bring a nonperishable food item for Holiday Food Baskets.
Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but
still we set the alarm to wake up. That’s HOPE!
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WREATH AND POINSETTIA
ORDER FORM
No. of wreaths _____________
x $25 ea. = _______________
No. of poinsettias __________

Help decorate our sanctuary for the
Christmas season by purchasing a live
wreath and/or poinsettia. Dedicate it in
memory or in honor of a loved one.
Complete the form below and return it to
the church office by December 18, with
your payment. You may also place it in the
offering plate, or mail it to the church office.
Order as many as you wish.

x $15 ea. = ________________
In honor/memory of ________
___________________________
___________________________
Name _____________________
___________________________

Saturday, November 26th
9:00 a.m.—
a.m.—noon
Christmas is such a special time of year - a
time of celebration, family, and the birth of our
Lord. Join us as we prepare our beautiful
church building to welcome the “little Lord Jesus” into our hearts this Christmas season.
There are jobs for every skill level, so everyone
can help.
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KID’S CONNECTION IS CHANGING
OUR MEETING TIME!
Our newly-formed Christian Education Task Force, consisting of Pastor Jo, Katy
Doyle-Hohf and Stephanie Rife, has been looking at ways our programs can be more
inviting and accessible to ALL children in our congregation.
Our Kid’s Connection program has been meeting in the evenings concurrent with
the Youth program, but the 6:30-8:00 pm time frame seems to make attendance difficult
for families that need to get up early on Mondays.
SO -- beginning in January 2017, our Kid’s Connection/Sunday School programs
will be held after worship, concurrent with Pastor Mike’s Adult Education class. Children will be dismissed from worship during the last hymn and led to their classrooms,
where they will meet until 12:30. Parents are invited to stay for Pastor Mike’s class,
remain in fellowship in the parlor, or maybe even have lunch together somewhere nearby!
Our Kid’s Connection program will have two levels: one led by Katy Doyle-Hohf,
for children aged 3-K and another led by Pastor Jo for grades 1-5.
Kid’s Connection Commitment Cards are being mailed to each family, and we ask
that you take the time to return them (mail, email, or with your offering), so that we can
better plan the space and curriculum needed for this new endeavor. If you are an adult
who is interested in leading or helping, we would love to have you join us, too!
If you have questions or need more information, PLEASE feel free to contact Pastor Jo Morgan at 734-560-3885 or Joanne.Marie.Morgan@gmail.com.
We look forward to this new opportunity, and to your participation.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Wednesday, December 28, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

A Day of Christmas Joy
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Prayer requests received during the month of October.

Please pray for . . .
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gary and Pat Cooper’s son, Steve
Victims of earthquake in Italy
Kim MacNish recovering from surgery
Lily Mueller’s friend Corrine and her
family, for the grateful return of her father,
Frank, recovering from a brain aneurism.
the Kappler family on the passing of Sue’s
brother Lloyd
the Clogg family on the passing of Bill
Clogg
Ella Bond recovering from surgery
continued healing for Karen Cooper (Josh
Narducci’s mom) and for his aunt Laura
fighting cancer.
Dan and Kim MacNish’s friends, Dale,
Warren, Sharon and Daniel with health
issues and Kim’s co-worker Claire on the
passing of her son
Ellen and Jerry with declining health
Kay Fisher’s friend Sharon who lost her
husband Paul
Barbara Johanningsmeier’s daughter-inlaw recovering from surgery
Barbara Donley
Jack and Donna Rae
Harry Prentis
Joan Danielson
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and first
responders, especially in Haiti and North
Carolina
Request prayer by calling the church office at
(248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.
Please let your Deacon know how your prayer
is being answered. If you do not know who
your Deacon is, contact the church office.

Our ShutShut-ins and Homebound
 Joan Borsh
 Millie Bunn
 Edna Hope
 Betty Ross
 Ann Seden
 Shirley Westacott

]

Our Men Serving in the Armed
Forces
 Kenny Bond
 Ben Bond
 Brian Petersen
 Jared Roth
Our Friends Under the Care of
Presbytery
 Anne Lyke
 Ruth Azar

William R. Clogg
b. 6/20/1922
d. 10/15/2016

Page 10

The First Word

November 2016

Session Highlights
Regular Session Meeting, 22 October 2016
Present: Moderator Rev. M. Horlocker; Clerk-Elder A. Lyke; Elders D. Beckstein, R.
Cue, P. Eichinger, T. Goodman, B. Greene, K. MacNish, M. Mueller, K. Schultz; Treasurer R. Weinburger; Deacon representative N. Geiger.
Excused: Elders R. McClintock, D. Rae.
Motions that were approved.
• Endorse the grant request to POD Congregation Transformation and Development
Committee to supplement funding for Kids Hope USA 2017 budget.
• Affirm the Call Statement of the Presbyterian Covenant Network and add ‘We are a
welcoming and affirming congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)’ to the
website and Facebook page description.
• Spend $54.00 for a 2-week temporary license for the kitchen for Breakfast with Santa during Cool Yule.
• 2017 Salary package for Rev. Joanne Morgan: Salary $8,000.00; Continuing Education $1,000.00; Travel Expenses $1,500.00.
• 2017 Salary package for Director of Music Sally Messner: Salary $19,000.00; Continuing Education $2,000.00, two weeks, includes travel expenses; four weeks vacation.
• To change Kid’s Connection meeting time to from during the last hymn to 12:30pm
(i.e., following Worship Service) beginning January 2017.
• To contract with Organ Service Specialists for $864.00 from the music budget for
preventive and emergency services.
• To purchase new hand bell choir music for small ensembles, not to exceed $75.00.
• To hold a 48-hour prayer vigil from noon Sunday 6 November until noon Tuesday 8
November for the election, peaceful, nonpartisan.
• Use the 25% of the Peace & Global Witness offering retained by the church in the
Kids Hope USA program budget until Session votes otherwise.
• Have a third annual blood drive in December until Session votes otherwise.
• P. Goodman be allowed to promote the Music & Memory Foundation and collect
donations of money & products to support this program according to her schedule.
• Any monetary prize from participation in the Abbey Park Festival of Trees be given
to Second Mile Center until Session votes otherwise.
• Participate in a Friendsgiving celebration potluck to raise money for the No Kid
Hungry charity.
• Reimburse Rev. J. Morgan for attending Great Lakes Association of Presbyterian
Church Educators Conference in Rochester, IN, 18-20 Oct for tuition and travel expenses, not to exceed her budget of $1,500.00.
• Pay $255.00 toward electric bill to assist a local family.

November 2016
•

•

•
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Trim two trees near parking lot, across
from the manse, cost not to exceed
$500.00.
Use Legacy Fund to cover emergency
repair costs for the Bell Tower at a
cost not to exceed $5,500.00
Elect A. Lyke as Clerk of Session and
R. Weinburger as Treasurer both for a
one-year term ending in October
2017.

Respectfully submitted
Anne Lyke
Clerk of Session
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM

SAVE THE DATES...
• Saturday, Dec. 3: Breakfast w/Santa
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., $8.00
• Saturday, Dec. 3: Gingerbread House
Building Event, 10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
$12 per kit, or bring your own.
• Saturday, Dec. 17: Progressive Dinner
• Sunday, Dec. 18: Wreath/Poinsettia
orders due.
• Wednesday, Dec. 21: Blue Christmas
Service, 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor
Email: mhorlocker1@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
Rev. Joanne Morgan, Parish Associate
Email: joanne.marie.morgan@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday
Laura Goode, Administrative Assistant
Email: office@fpcsouthlyon.org
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-3
Office is closed on Friday
Sally Messner, Director of Music
Email: sally.messner@gmail.com
Bob Weinburger, Treasurer

• Saturday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 10:00 p.m.

Peggy Hart, Custodian

• Sunday, Dec. 25: Lessons & Carols,
11:00 a.m.

Office: 248.437.2875
www.fpcsouthlyon.com

• Wednesday, Dec. 28: A Day of Christmas Joy, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
205 East Lake Street
South Lyon, MI 48178-0123

Mission Statement:
We are sent out by Jesus Christ to feed God’s people spiritually, physically,
and lovingly; planting seeds of hope, compassion, and justice within and
throughout South Lyon and wherever else the Holy Spirit leads us.

