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SERVE THOSE WINTER BLUES AWAY
With only two or three days of sunshine, January 2017 has been one of the grayest,
cloudiest months on record; so, if you’ve been feeling “blue,” you are not alone. As we
flip the calendar to February, let us hope that blue skies will become numerous in the
weeks ahead.
I have to admit that I love the month of February. For one, it is a short month, so we are
that much closer to spring. But I also enjoy the subtle changes we notice in nature. As
the temperatures slowly climb, daffodils and spring bulbs will begin to break through
the soil; buds on trees will grow and become more noticeable; the sound of birds singing in the morning will increase; and our days will grow considerably longer. I would
like to think that the worst of winter is behind us...but we shall see.
These subtle changes in February bring me great comfort as they remind me during this
bleak mid-winter that God is still with us, and that God is still at work not only in the
cycle of the seasons, but also in the affairs taking place around us and around the world.
Even during these gray times, the Holy Spirit still calls upon us to be participants in
bringing forth justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.
At First Presbyterian Church, there are plenty of opportunities to get out this winter and
participate. Join a committee; come to a bible or book study; volunteer to serve a hot
meal in Detroit, our upcoming health clinic in March, or sort food or clothing at Active
Faith. Do you have a heart for children? Become a mentor, or assist with our Kids Connection. Opportunities abound at FPC to serve Christ in South Lyon or wherever else
the Spirit may lead. Where are you being called to serve?
With Peace and Grace,

Pastor Mike
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Sunday, February 5th is Scout Sunday here
at FPC. Scouts will greet, collect the offering and assist Pastor Mike with worship.
February 8th was the founding of the Boy
Scouts and the first Scout Sunday was 1914.
The Scout Law says that a "Scout is Reverent" and the Scouts of all ages promise to do
their "Duty to God". These values strengthen
youth character in their family, community and faith.

Souperbowl of Caring
Sunday, February 5th is Souperbowl Sunday.
The youth of our church will be collecting
change and cans of soup which will be donated
to Active Faith. Cans of soup can be placed in
the Active Faith bin and change can be donated
to the youth as you leave worship. Active Faith
depends on many organizations in our community for help. Please give generously.

Inquirer’s Class
Would you like to learn more about our congregation, the church,
and the PCUSA? Would you like to consider becoming a new member? Pastor Mike will be leading an Inquirer’s Class next Sunday
following worship, from 11:30—12:30 p.m. Remember, there is no
obligation to join the church following the class. If you have any
questions, or have a scheduling conflict, please contact Pastor Mike.

Re-Scheduled Progressive Dinner
If you are looking for good food and a fun evening please plan to attend our rescheduled Progressive Dinner which will be held on Saturday, February 11th at 5:00 p.m.
There is a sign-up sheet at the Friendship Table, or contact the church office, for all of
you who would like to host or attend the dinner.
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FOR....AND ABOUT SOUTH LYON PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN!
This is what we, as Presbyterian Women believe and is our Stated Purpose:
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ
And empowered by the Holy Spirit
We commit ourselves to nurture our faith
Through prayer and Bible study
To support the mission of the church worldwide,
To work for justice and peace, and
To build an inclusive, caring community of women that
Strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)
And witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom
Are you living the purpose?
The Executive Board of the South Lyon PW recently held their meeting and yearly SL
Presbyterian Women’s event: Save the date of Saturday, May 13 and make plans to attend the MOTHER AND DAUGHTER TEA. Watch the bulletin for more details and
reservations. Plan now to wear a hat and gloves to enjoy this “proper tea”. Special entertainment is planned. Plan to join us!
Circle of Hope will meet at 12:15 on February 8 with Dorothy Esbrook as hostess and
will provide us with our Mission Moment. The word for the month will be “Heart”. If
you would like to “Live the Purpose of Presbyterian Women” plan to join us for lunch
and fellowship. Bring a sandwich to share, beverage and dessert will be provided by the
hostess.
The Executive Board will meet following Circle to discuss further plans for the Mother
Daughter Tea.
Circle Eve will meet again on 27 February at 7pm at Anne’s home. Read 3 John; yes,
the whole book. Light meal will be served.
Women’s Bible Study meets February 8 at 11:00 in the Library for a lively discussion on “Who Is Jesus?” according to the book of Hebrews. What a difference a lens
makes and the discussion centers around the write of Hebrews as he goes to great lengths
to demonstrate the majesty, the grandeur and the perfection of Jesus. This will be another interesting discussion you won’t want to miss!
The Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit has no scheduled event in February, however, we are encouraged to check for events celebrating Black History Month.
On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence:
“I am not 80 years old
I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.”

That’s ATTITUDE!
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MISSION & OUTREACH
Active Faith: Nothing beats canned fruit for the winter blahs of February. Sweet
peaches of summer, applesauce recalls fall, and the favorite of us all: fruit cocktail,
extra cherries. As of 15 January, 24 pounds of non-perishable foods have been transported to Active Faith.
Abbey Park Festival of Trees: Thanks to Joyce Johnson and her able assistant Dorothy Tennant, FPCSL had a beautiful Christmas tree on display and won the “People’s
Choice Award”. We were second by a very close margin for the grand prize which
went to the Howell Nature Center.
Blood Drive: On Tuesday January 3, 29 pints were collected surpassing the
goal of 27. Thanks to Betty & Kenny Chapman, Nancy Geiger, Barb Johanningsmeier, Ellen Reynolds, Bob Cue, and Jimmy John’s for a successful event.
Everyone Eats: February 15 is the next meal for the Spirit of Hope Everyone
Eats program. A sign-up sheet is on the purple clip board for volunteers. The
carpool leaves at 9:30am promptly. Bob needs extra help because Anne is out
of town. You will be driven to the site at Spirit of Hope Church and brought
back to the parking lot about 2pm. Have fun serving the Lord.

Kids Hope USA: We are now collecting Box Tops for Education,
Labels for Education, and Campbell Soup labels for Dolsen Elementary, our partner in this mentoring program. Pray for the children, mentors, prayer partners, and teachers as we continue this vital mission.
Souper of Bowl of Caring: Watch for the Youth Connection collecting soup.
The Mission & Outreach committee meets on the third Tuesday of the month at
10:30am in the Library. Anyone interested in using their talents and influence,
please join us.
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Crafty Saturday
The last Saturday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. is
Crafty Saturday. Bring your crafts and enjoy the fellowship of
good friends while you work. Come for an hour or all day.
Bring a friend if you would like. There is no cost, and meals
are on your own.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS….
Worship with us on Wednesday, March 1 at
7:00 p.m. for communion and
the imposition of ashes.

Please update Claude and Joan
Danielson’s address to:
28413 Abbey Lane Apt. #221
New Hudson, MI 48165

Patricia Niess
B 10-3-1934
D 12-2-2016

Look who turned 96 on January 21!!!
Congratulations to Harry Prentis!
May this new year be filled with laughter
and joy.

Page 6

The First Word
February 2017
FARMER’S MARKET KIDS’ CRAFT 2017:

MAY 13, 2017
First Presbyterian is again hosting a craft for the South Lyon Farmer’s Market on
May 13, 2017, 9-2, the Saturday before Mother’s Day. Help will be needed to bring and
set up the canopy, tables and chairs, and also to man the craft from 9-2.
This has been a great evangelism tool, allowing us to both connect with children
of the community we have not seen for a while, and also to hand out information on
VBS and other children’s and family programs at our church.
If you can lend a hand, please see Pastor Jo. Thanks!

VBS CRAFTS – LEADERS & PREPARERS
We are still looking for 2 leaders for the VBS craft room during VBS, June 2630, 9a-noon. We also need people ahead of the program to help prepare the materials
for the kids to use, a job which can be done in the evenings or whenever it is convenient.
Pastor Jo is willing to work with anyone who is willing to help us fulfill this needed
work, so please see her if you are able to help!

KID’S CONNECTION – NEW TIME!
On January 15 Kid’s Connection began meeting following 10:30 worship, and
participation has been great! The children are now divided into two groups: ages 3 years
– Kindergarten downstairs in the Sunday School room, and grades 1-5 upstairs in the
“Upper Room.”
Parents are invited to join Pastor Mike’s bible study, to share in fellowship in the
parlor, or even to run a little errand, as long as the children are claimed when they are
dismissed at 12:30.
We are always looking for leaders and helpers for the two classes, and Pastor Jo
would love to help you explore any calling you might have to our children’s ministries –
please see her if you are interested!

Praying
In prayer, we communicate with God. There is adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication, and intercession.
I invite persons willing to pray about the joys and concerns of
this congregation, community, and the world to join me, in
your own homes, as we let God know of our pleas and praise.
A list of prayer requests will be emailed to you weekly. Urgent
needs will come to you as known. Anyone with a prayer request can contact me
through the office, the pastor, or at andthelyke@aol.com.
This is not a depressing duty, but a joyful event to experience daily.

In Christ’s love, Anne Lyke
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Prayer requests received during the month of December.

Please pray for . . .
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barbara Johanningsmeier
Vonda Boatman recovering from a fall.
Gwyn McClintock recovering from hip
surgery.
Marci Mulligan healing from a eye injury.
Anne Lyke’s brother-in-law with heart
problems, and her father recovering from
a fall.
Barbara Niess-May recovering from
surgery.
Jack and Donna Rae’s niece Ruby
“Sparkle” for good test results received.
Kay Fisher’s sister’s daughter who lost
their house in a fire.
Marylee Panicacci in rehabilitation for her
legs.
Claude and Joan Danielson on their
transition to Abbey Park.
Harry Prentis, for his health and 96 b-day.
Judy Conrad recovering from surgery.
Sallie Goins and family on the passing of
Will.
comfort for the families of those killed in
Ft. Lauderdale and Jerusalem.
peace and healing for Megan, Dale,
Tammy and Warren.
Hungarian families affected by the bus
crash in Italy.
those affected by the avalanche in Italy
victims of Hattiesburg tornado.
for our new leaders in Washington, D.C.
Request prayer by calling the church office at
(248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.
Please let your Deacon know how your prayer
is being answered. If you do not know who

Our ShutShut-ins and Homebound
 Joan Borsh
 Millie Bunn
 Edna Hope
 Betty Ross
 Ann Seden
 Shirley Westacott
Our Men Serving in the Armed Forces
 Kenny Bond
 Ben Bond
 Jared Roth
Our Friends Under the Care of
Presbytery
 Anne Lyke
 Ruth Azar

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM
Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor
Rev. Jo Morgan, Parish Associate
Sally Messner, Director of Music
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-3
Office Phone: 248.437.2875
www.fpcsouthlyon.com
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First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

205 East Lake Street
South Lyon, MI 48178-0123

Mission Statement:
We are sent out by Jesus Christ to feed God’s people spiritually, physically, and lovingly; planting seeds of hope, compassion, and justice within and throughout South Lyon
and wherever else the Holy Spirit leads us.

