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I love this time of year, not just autumn in
general, but more specifically this month, this
particular week. The “winds of change” have
settled in bringing with it a lasting chill to the air.
The sky is more gray than it is blue. The leaves,
with the exception of a few stubborn trees, have
peaked, their majestic display of color falling
swiftly to the ground.
For some, this can be a depressing time as the days
grow shorter and the nights longer. But November,
at least in the first couple of weeks, brings about a
time for calm, to catch one’s breath, to take in some of the sights and sounds that are sometimes over looked in
the hustle and bustle of our very busy lives.
This particular time of year, as we transition from autumn to winter, as rain drops mix with snowflakes, we are
also given an opportunity to slow down, and more importantly, to give thanks and to show our gratitude for the
abundance of blessings that shower upon us day in and day out.
I am grateful for friends and family that have been there through both good and bad. I am grateful for the
positive influences that have helped mold Lauren into the person she is today. I am grateful for my health and
the little things that I take for granted on a regular basis.
Especially, I am grateful for our church family, and for the opportunity to serve Christ as your pastor. On
Monday, October 30, our church began another year of service to Jesus Christ, and the city of South Lyon and
the surrounding communities. For 186 years, First Presbyterian Church has been a beacon of hope, touching
families for generations, and will continue to do so for generations to come.
Active Faith, the Capernaum Health Clinic, Everyone Eats, Kids Hope USA, the PW layette and sock drives,
the Deacons Adopt-a-Family at Christmas, and most recently our Fair Trade mission are all ways in which God
has called us to serve our present community. With gratitude and joy we pray for God’s guidance as we continue to discover who we are in this ever changing landscape of life.
I hope this month will provide you extra opportunity to count your blessings and to list those things which you
are most grateful for, and bring you the most joy. I hope that your church and church family are among the top
of the list.
With Peace and Grace,

Pastor Mike
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TEXT OF THE WEEK BIBLE STUDY RETURNS…
If you are looking for a spiritual pick-me-up...look no further. Our Text of the Week Bible Study gives you
insight into the bible. Questions and topics are encouraged. As the study continues we may explore Books of
the Bible from the perspective of theologians, such as Nadia Bolz-Weber, Brian McLaren, Barbara Brown Taylor, and others. Our Wednesday night meeting is at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. Hope to see you there.

ALL DAY CRAFT DAY
November 4th, 8:30am - 8:30pm
Are you interested in a full day of crafting - November 4th is our upcoming All-Day Craft Day. 8:30 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. gives you twelve full hours to work on those Christmas projects that you are excited to make, or just
spend the time on your favorite hobby. All meals are included. The cost is only $35, and the proceeds support
the Kid’s Camp Scholarship Fund. Space is limited, so register soon! The sign-up sheet is located at the
Friendship Table. If you have any questions please contact Gwyn McClintock at (810) 599-7133 or Kathy
Schultz at (734) 449-2938.

ANNUAL GROUNDS CLEANUP - WE NEED YOU!
Our fall clean up is scheduled for Saturday, November 4th from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Isn’t it true
that our yard/s never clean themselves up! We need help. Even if you can spare an hour or
two, it makes a big difference in the amount of work we can accomplish as a team.
You know that famous quote, “Many hands make light work.” That couldn’t be more true in
this case. Please plan to help out. Thank you in advance.

Don’t forget to
set your clocks
back 1 hour on
Sunday, November 5th as
Daylight Savings
Time ends.
2

NOVEMBER 5TH
10:30 a.m.

The Traveling Mug Club
Join us on Friday, November 10th at 7:00 p.m. as we travel to Draught
Horse Brewery for dinner, great conversation and many different brews to
go along with your meal. The Draught Horse Brewery is located on Grand
River in New Hudson.
As mentioned before, there really is no club to join. It’s just a great way to
get to hang out and better know your fellow church members and make new
friends. Be sure to invite your friends and family as they are welcome, too!
There is a sign-up sheet at the Friendship Table so we can keep count of how many tables we may need. See
you there!

CAPERNAUM HEALTH CLINIC AT FPC IN NOVEMBER
The Capernaum Health Clinic will be held at First Presbyterian Church, South Lyon, the week of November
13th - November 17th. Free medical, dental, vision and mammogram care will be available by appointment by
calling 248-225-4581. Walk-in appointments are available as well, but appointments are given preference.
Clinic hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., and Friday 9:00 a.m.-noon.
Please know that if you need free medical help, Capernaum Health Clinic will be ready to assist you.

Grief Support Group
If you are looking for a support group, look no further than FPC. Join Pastor Mike
and the group on the third Monday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Support groups are
a good way to help in the grieving process. This month’s meeting will be held at the
Corner Café at the corner of Lake and Lafayette.

Ninth Annual Festival of Trees at Abbey Park
The 9th annual Festival of Trees and FPC will sponsor a tree at Abbey Park again this year. Our tree decorators for 2017 will be on
hand November 24th to whip the tree into shape and trust me, it
will be the best decorated tree there!
Once the trees are decorated you may begin to vote...and vote often. Tickets are available during office hours for a donation of $1.
All proceeds from the Festival will be awarded to the group who
earns the most votes.
The winner will be announced on December 27th. A “Peoples Choice Award” will be presented to the group
with the most votes by noon December 17th.
Last year, we only lost by 6 votes, so remember….
Get out there and VOTE!
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Hanging of the Greens
Please join us on Saturday, November 25th at 10:00 a.m. as we decorate the
church for Advent and in preparation for the Christmas season. There are
greens to hang, trees to decorate and the Crèche needs to re-assembled and
placed on the chancel. All are welcome to come and help.
Afterward, we’ll enjoy lunch at Lucas Coney Island.

Sunday Evening Advent Study—Advent in Narnia
This Advent we are doing something new as we explore the land of Narnia. This study is
inspired by C.S. Lewis’ classic novel, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. You don’t
have to have read the book to take part in the study. Each week we will view a scene
from the movie and discuss readings from our study guide.
Because Christmas Eve falls on the 4th Sunday of Advent, we will begin the study a
week earlier, on Sunday, November 26. We will begin our evenings at 6:00 p.m. with a
light soup supper and we will be finished by 7:30 p.m. This study is geared for all ages,
from 2 to 92. So plan to join us as we journey through Narnia this Advent season.
Devotion books are $10. Be sure to sign up at the Friendship Table so we can plan
accordingly. See Pastor Mike if you have any questions.

As I read through by email today, I came upon some
inspirational quotes that I would like to share with
all of you. I hope these quotes inspire you as much
as they did me. - Heather Mueller
Let your faith be bigger than your fear.
Be guided by Spirit and not Driven by ego.
Sometimes I just look up, smile and say, “I know that was you, God! Thanks!”

Hope is the ability to hear the melody of the future. Faith is the courage to dance to it today!
God, help me learn to fully trust you - even when life is hard.
I thank God for protecting me from what I thought I wanted and blessing me with what I
didn’t know I needed.
Always pray to have eyes that see the best, a heart that forgives the worst, a mind that forgets the bad, and a soul that never loses faith.
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FOR … and ABOUT SOUTH LYON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
NOVEMBER 2017
The Women’s Bible Study meets the 2nd Wednesday in the Library at 11:00 A.M. We are discussing “Cloud of
Witnesses”, the Community of Christ in Hebrews. Our first lesson provided much interesting discussion, a
coloring lesson and the conclusion…that “Jesus Is God!”
Join us in November as we explore how we are “In Community with the Living God” The author says a living
God, is the God who is active and caring, calling people to light instead of darkness, glory in place of gloom,
and to a party instead of issuing a warning to stay away. If this sounds like something you’d like to talk about
with other women of faith from FPC join us on November 8!
The Circle of Hope has decided to no longer hold their monthly meetings in the parlor. Instead they will go
out to lunch at the South Lyon Hotel and have a social time only with other Presbyterian Women from FPC.
Watch the church calendar for any updated information! We are eagerly awaiting the opening of the Hotel
Eve Circle will meet at the home of Anne Lyke on November 27th at 7:00 p.m. with a light meal. Working
women and Moms of small children are invited all the time!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF THE PRESBYTERY OF DETROIT
(This includes all women of the FPC)
PWPD will meet Saturday, November 4 at 9:30 a.m. at the Second Mile Center of
Detroit. Program will be “Loving Our Mission Center”… a Fall Project Work Day.
The Second Mile Center is our PWPD Mission Project and there is much work to be
done. Following a brief message from the SMCD Director, Ruth Azar, we will sort
food donations, clean the kitchen, do yard work, prepare crafts for the kids and a
neighborhood prayer walk. Come prepared to work as that’s the theme for the
day! There will be sit down jobs available! Lunch will be available for $10 and reservations must be in by Friday, October 27 to Emily Nietering. Call her at 313-2789269.

A “Work In Progress”
FPC South Lyon Women are in the process of revamping their time together. At this time, we will be meeting
once a month at the South Lyon Hotel for Lunch on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at about 12:15 p.m. All
women of FPC South Lyon are invited to join us! Down the road, we may even do an evening gathering for
just social time to get to know each other better!

BIBLE TRIVIA
What woman of Corinth had a household that Paul described as being full of strife among Christian leaders?
(1 Cor. 1:11)
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MISSION & OUTREACH
Active Faith (AF): Non- perishable food selection for November is rice. This can be minute
rice, flavored rice, long grain rice, brown rice, or pilaf style. Collection box is by the coat
rack area.
Everyone Eats (E1E): The next regular meal is on Wednesday 15 November. Meet at the church at
9:00am, we should return about 2:00pm. Volunteers and cookies are always welcome. Dark green
sign-up sheet by M&O board.
The special all-church participation Thanksgiving meal is Wednesday 22
November. Fourteen pies are needed along with 7 cans of Reddi-Wip. Light
green sign-up sheet by M&O board.
Friendsgiving Assigned Potluck Fundraiser: On Sunday 19 November
after Worship, there will be an assigned potluck to raise money for Feeding America. This is different than stated in the October newsletter.
Feeding America works in Michigan and has a higher Charity Navigator
rating.
There will be five categories of food from which to select a recipe: appetizer, soup, salad, side dish, dessert. To make these dishes accessible
to all please use gluten-free flour substitute and vegan dairy products;
food pooling can happen (share a package). Obtain your recipe from Anne Lyke 248.202.8526. Tan
sign-up sheet by M&O board.
Craft items will be available for children of all ages. Water will be served to cleanse the palate. There
will be an anonymous vote for the favorite dish of the day.
Recommended donation is $10.00 per person or $25 per nuclear family.

The Great Tomato Giveaway has produced 7 gallon of tomatoes. This will bring
the taste of summer to a winter Everyone Eats meal.
Kids Hope USA (KHUSA): Openings for mentors, substitute mentors, and prayer
partners are available. Contact Pastor Mike.
And we are collecting Box Tops for Education, Labels for Education, Campbell Soup
labels, and Aunt Millie’s bread labels. If you are not donating these to other projects, we
would be grateful to receive them. Place them in the receptacle by the M&O bulletin board.

The Mission & Outreach committee meets on the third Tuesday
of the month at 10:30am in the Library. Anyone interested in
using their talents and influence, please join us, no RSVP needed.
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TIDBITS FROM THE TREASURER
Did you know that . . .
• Donations by credit card - 3% of your donation is charged as an
expense to the church.
• Donations to the church by credit card incur a 3% charge. Right
now we receive approximately $1,500 per month via credit card
usage, resulting in a $45.00 expense per month.
If you are a retiree over 70 1/2 years young, have a regular IRA,
your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) may be given directly
to a charity free of Federal Income Tax. If there are questions, either consult your tax advisor
or see the Church Treasurer.
Christmas Wreaths

POINSETTIA

and Poinsettias

ORDER FORM

No. of wreaths ____________________________
x $25 ea. = ______________________________
No. of poinsettias _________________________

Help decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas season
by purchasing a live wreath and/or poinsettia. Dedicate
it in memory or in honor of a loved one.
Complete the form below and return it to the church
office by December 17, with your payment. You may
also place it in the offering plate, or mail it to the church
office. Order as many as you wish.

x $15 ea. = ______________________________
In honor/memory of ________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Name _____________________________________
___________________________________________

Special Dates in November 2017

B-I-N-G-O

_______________________________________________________________________________

11/1
11/5
11/11
11/23
11/26

Every Thursday evening in the

All Saints’ Day
Daylight Saving Time ends
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day
Christ the King Sunday

Fellowship Hall - balls drop at 6:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the
South Lyon
Band Parents.
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The Cool Yule is Almost Here
This year’s Cool Yule will be on Saturday, December 2. As in year’s past, our church will be participating in
several activities. Below are the list of activities we will be participating in. Be sure to check the weekly bulletin for updates, and the Friendship Table for sign-ups to help!
•

Gingerbread House Build Event: Join us for the annual Gingerbread House Build Event from 10:00 a.m.
— 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Purchase a kit at the door for $10 or bring your own. There will be
lots of goodies to decorate your house with. Enter the contest if you choose when you are finished. Details
below.

•

Gingerbread House Contest: This year’s contest will be held at the Playground located behind McDonalds on Pontiac Trail. Houses can be dropped off from noon-2:00 p.m. Voting is from 2:00—4:00 p.m.
Members of our Mission and Outreach committee will be on hand to assist.

•

Game Booth: Visit our game booth, among many others, at the Playground. Just like the Pumpkinfest,
tickets can be purchase for $1 each. Each ticket collected at our game booth earns FPC $1. Volunteers will
be needed to staff the game from 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

•

Nativity Display: This year, we will once again fill our Sanctuary windows with nativity displays for the
public to enjoy. If you have a nativity display you would like to share with the community, bring it to
church prior to the Cool Yule. It will be displayed on a window sill in the Sanctuary during the Cool Yule.
You can take it home on Sunday, December 3. We promise your display will be in good hands, and the
community will enjoy it too. Historic tours of the Sanctuary will be offered as well. The display will run
from 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

•

Fair Trade Christmas Sale: This year, the Social Awareness Task Force will sponsor a fair trade consignment sale in our Parlor for 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Purchase hand made jewelry; wood carved Christmas
decorations, including nativity displays, crosses; scarves, and other clothing; and more. Be sure to stop by
to purchase that unique Christmas present for that special somebody.

The Cool Yule is an opportunity for us to show off our building, as well as our hospitality. Your help is needed
in order for our part to be a success. Again, watch the weekly bulletins for more details. If you’d like to help,
please contact the church office, or sign up at the Friendship Table. There is something for everyone!

SHOP OUR FAIRLY TRADED GOODS,
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD
Don’t forget to buy your fairly traded coffee, chocolate, and other goods at our Equal Exchange Fair Trade
table. We can also order you teas and other flavors that may not be here at the church. For more
information on our Fair Trade mission, see Ann Clifton or Phyllis Goodman.

All of these delicious fairly traded items would make great Christmas gifts.
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, December 24, 2017, 10:30 Worship
As Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, we have the awesome
opportunity to have a children’s Christmas Eve service at our regular 10:30
am worship time, and then our Candlelight Communion Service at 10:00 pm.
A group practice will be held Sunday, December 17 during Sunday School,
but participants should sign up as soon as possible so that we have the costumes and reading ready for them. There is a sign-up sheet on the information table outside the sanctuary, or see Pastor Jo.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS
(Youth through Adult)
Having worked in children’s ministries for more than a quarter century now, the
one thing I can say for certain is that when God created those who work with our
children, God said, “Ta-Da!” Working with children, even as a helper, gives us the
chance to shape children’s faith and lives, and to show them what God’s love looks
like.
Sunday School Helpers will leave worship along with the teacher and children during the last hymn of worship, and stay with the children to help them during Sunday School until it dismisses at 12:30. This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know some of the children in our church, and to experience the joy of learning and
serving.
You don’t need any special skills, only a willingness to help. There is a sign-up sheet on the information table
outside the sanctuary. If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Pastor Jo at
Joanne.Marie.Morgan@gmail.com or 734-560-3885.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS…. Special Advent / Christmas Services
•

Sunday, December 4: First Sunday of Advent

•

Wednesday, December 20: Blue Christmas: A Service of Hope and Remembrance, 7:00 p.m.

•

Sunday, December 24: Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service, 10:00 p.m.

•

Sunday, December 31: A Festival Service of Lessons & Carols, 10:30 a.m.
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Prayer requests received during the month of October.
the family of Jim Batch
Denise Donley
Family of Carroll Tietz
Patti Fifield
Dick Chenoweth
Shelly Birckelbaw
Diane Gaubetz
Pastor Mike’s Uncle Rob
Anne Lyke’s father
Mary Bond
Kim MacNish’s friends: Frank, John and Jerry
Dale Verran’s wife Mary Lue who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Matt Mueller’s brother Mark, his friend Phil’s father and
Mrs. Jansky.

Our Shut-ins and Homebound
➢

Shelly Birckelbaw

➢

Joan Borsh

➢

Edna Hope

➢

Betty Ross

➢

Ann Sedan

➢

Millie Turnbull

Our Men Serving in the Armed Forces

Josh Narducci’s aunt Patsy recovering from heart
surgery.
Keith and Judy Roberts as he takes treatment for
brain cancer.
Earl Eiben and his family as they mourn the death of
Earl’s father.
the Irwin family on the loss of their daughter
Dakota Booker
healing for Josiah.

➢

Kenny Bond

➢

Ben Bond

➢

Jared Roth

Our Friends Under the Care of Presbytery
➢

Anne Lyke

➢

Ruth Azar

Birthdays

Anniversaries

11/5 Andrea Dingeldey

11/9

11/19 Claude & Joan Danielson

11/12 Sally Jacobs

Mary Haack

11/10 Ben Bond

11/19 Marci Mulligan

11/11 Barbara Morgan

11/26 Jon & Kay Fisher

11/14 Andrew Bond
11/16 Marlo Bobosky
11/17 Joan Danielson

Request prayer by calling the church office at
(248) 437-2875 or online at
www.fpcsouthlyon.org/prayer-requests.

Mary Bond
Lilah Rife

Please let your Deacon know how your prayer
is being answered. If you do not know who
your Deacon is, contact the church office.

11/25 Gwyn McClintock
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